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Season’s greetings from a real winter wonderland
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BY GERALDINE 
O’CALLAGHANE

veryone loves a love 
story, a holiday romance. 
And what better back-
drop than Christmas in 
the snow?

of course for those creatures for whom 
it is a regular companion then every 
Christmas is white. 

Such is the life of a penguin... snug-
gling up with each other in a winter 
wonderland. of course, most of us only 

see the penguins on a David Attenbor-
ough show or at the zoo. 

But if you’re prepared to take the time 
and expense to go to their homes at the 
bottom of the world then you’ll see a 
love-in that will take your breath away.

I did and can promise you that it was 

worth every cent.
Penguins  are, as you would expect, a 

friendly bunch, and confident! They 
know they’re off the cutesie scale and 
are well used to us humans interrupting 
their daily routine looking for selfies.  

But if you think the Magellanic Pen-
guins’ day is just made up of waddling 
around, looking for fish and trying to 
stay warm, you’d be very much mis-
taken. Penguins are a passionate bunch 
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This is a swathe of dummy 
text that can be used to 

indicate how many words fit a 
particular space. The text 
contains [25 words] a couple of 
different paragraphs so, 
visually, it doesn’t look too 
repetitive on any dummy page 
layout.
It contains some long words, 
such [50 words] as 
‘procrastination’, and short 
words, such as ‘short’. There is 
no pretend Latin because, 
annoyingly, it wreaks havoc 
with spell check.
The paragraphs [75 words] 
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fit a particular space. The 
text contains [25 words] a 
couple of different para-
graphs so, visually, it 
doesn’t look too repetitive 
on any dummy page 
layout.

It contains some long words, 
such [50 words] as ‘procrastina-
tion’, and short words, such as 
‘short’. There is no pretend latin 
because, annoyingly, it wreaks 
havoc with spell check.
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actually bother to read it [100 
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This is a swathe of dummy text 
that can be used to indicate how 
many words fit a particular 
space.

The text contains [125 words] a 
couple of different paragraphs so 
that, visually, it doesn’t look too 
repetitive on any dummy page 
layout.

It contains long words, such 
[150 words] as ‘procrastination’, 
and short words, such as ‘short’. 
There is no pretend latin 
because, annoyingly, it wreaks 
havoc with spell check. The para-
graphs [175 words] have been 
made deliberately different 
lengths in order to avoid repeti-
tion. However, it’s extremely bor-

ing if you should actually bother 
to read it [200 words]. This is a 
swathe of dummy text that can 
be used to indicate how many 
words fit a particular space.

The text contains [225 words] a 
couple of different paragraphs so 
that, visually, it doesn’t look too 
repetitive on any dummy page 
layout. It contains long words, 
such [250 words] as ‘procrastina-
tion’, and short words, such as 
‘short’. There is no pretend latin 
because, annoyingly, it wreaks 
havoc with spell check.

The paragraphs [275 words] 
have been made deliberately dif-
ferent lengths in order to avoid 
r e p e t i t i o n .  H o w e v e r,  i t ’ s 
extremely boring if you should 
actually bother to read it [300 
words]. This is a swathe of 
dummy text that can be used to 
indicate how many words fit a 
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I’ve been expecting you, Mr Bond... or  better still his stunt double  

My hands were shaking and my 
lip was all jittery... and then the 
tears flowed.

Cringing now even thinking 
about it, I don’t know what came 
over me.  But that’s what Patago-
nia does too you.

once I got myself together, I 
split away from the group and 
made my way back down to the 
bay where Chris was waiting to 
ask me about my Patagonia 
moment.

I do hope the Magellanic Pen-
guins don’t take it for granted.

get off the ship and head into the 
mountains around Wulaia Bay.

The hike wasn’t exactly a walk in 
the park, so when I got to the top 
I needed to sit and catch my 
breath. 

I was trying to concentrate on 
the speech Chris, my expedition 
leader was giving to the group 
about the formation and geology 
of the region but the views kept 
stealing my attention.  

Then it happened.
The voices of the group all 

drowned out, it was just the moun-

tain and me. 
I was left gobsmacked at what I 

was witnessing.   
The navy blue sea hugging the 

base of the facing mountain peak 
across the bay.  

Clouds broke away from the light 
blue sky to sit with the snow atop 
the mountain.  

I was staring closely trying to fig-
ure out where the snow from the 
cap of the mountain ends and the 
clouds begin when I felt it. 

It felt like something clenching 
inside my stomach.

global warming, and I witnessed a 
massive carving at Pia glacier in 
the Beagle canal in Chile.  

When you see Mother nature 
acting out so powerfully, changing 
the face of a millennia-old struc-
ture in seconds, you are very 
quickly reminded who is boss.  

It really isn’t us mere humans.  
The sheer size of Pia is epic; it’s 

about the width of the river liffey 
at o’Connell Bridge and is a mil-
lion different shades of white, 
ranging from blueish to reddish.  

It’s hard to believe you can see 

all the colours of the rainbow in a 
white sheet of ice.  

Pia herself has been around since 
the last Ice Age so I can only imag-
ine what her peaks and crevices 
would say if they could talk. 

Instead it’s left to us to try to 
describe this beautiful and, alas 
changing land and seascape. 

And what is called in these parts, 
a Patagonia moment.

let me explain. 
After a full day’s sailing some of 

the most treacherous waters 
known to sailors it was our time to 

one guide, Chris, 
went as far as to 
say that Patagonia 
is imprinted in his 
heart and that she 
is in fact his first 
love.
T h a t  p o s s i b l y 

comes with living on the ship eight 
months of the year without visit-
ing family or friends!

But you wouldn’t blame him 
after seeing the glaciers close up. 

Some glaciers are more active 
than others, of course, because of 

The guides work closely with an 
organisation of scientists called 
CeQUA (Center of Quaternary 
Studies Fuego-Patagonia and  
Antarctica) to monitor and pro-
tect Patagonia’s wildlife and 
ecosystem.  

and I’m just back from seeing their courting 
ritual on my four-night Australis expedition 
cruise to Argentina and Chile.

Penguins serenade their loved ones with 
song.  

Bless them, it’s appalling but they do give it 
a go.

They tilt their heads towards the sky, open 
their mouths and pump up their chests by 
sucking in large gasps of air.  

Then the magic happens, a variety of noises 
are let loose from the males’ throats including 
belching, howling and barking. 

Then they waddle over to their darling.  
or at least until he gets tired of her.... (males, 

huh!) 
Unlike every other breed of penguin, the 

Magellan from Chile isn’t monogamous!  
But that apart the Magellanic penguins can 

teach us a thing or two about equality.
While the female will choose the male with 

the biggest house, it’s his job to keep it up to 
scratch by cleaning it regularly and decorat-
ing with bit and bobs found along the beach.  

They also share exactly half the responsibil-

The Pia glacier is 
huge ... it’s as  wide 
as the Liffey at the 
O’Connell Bridge 
and a million 
shades of white

TRAVEL FACTS
HOW TO GET THERE

I flew to Buenos Aires with Brit-
ish Airways  - €600
Stay at Dazzler Hotel, Buenos 
Aires -  €115
Domestic flight from Buenos 
Aires to Ushuaia with Aerolineas 
Argentinas  - €90
Australis Expedition cruises, 4 
nights/5 days onboard – €3,600

Return domestic flight from 
Punta Arenas to Santiago, Chile 
with Sky Air –  €70.

WHERE TO STAY

Overnight stay in Atton Las Con-
des 
Hotels, Santiago de Chile - €120
Flight Santiago de Chile to Dub-
lin with Iberia –  €900

CATHERINE 
MURPHY’S

Ski Report
SKI WRITER OF THE YEAR

I
F you’re going to ski 
with a man, make it a 
stuntman I say. So let 
me introduce you to 
Bond: Stefan Bond... 

or as he’s known in real life, 
Stefan zurcher.

Stefan, who hails from Wengen in 
Switzerland’s Bernese oberland, 
has worked on Bond movies for 
the past 50 years, starting with on 
Her Majesty’s Secret Service in 
1969 (which featured Australian 
actor George lazenby and was 
partly  shot at  the nearby 
Schilthorn station)  and, most 

recently, on Spectre with Daniel 
Craig.

I had the privilege of skiing the 
undulating slopes of Wengen with 
Stefan recently and in between 
admiring the peaks of the eiger, 

Monch and Jungfrau, I got the 
inside track on his fascinating 
Bond career.

now aged 73, he skis beautifully 
and it’s easy to see why he was 
chosen to act as a double for  

robert redford and roger 
Moore.

At the age of 20, Stefan had 
moved to vail, Colorado, to work 
as a ski instructor. His perfect 
english, along with his skill as an 
extreme skier, helped get him into 
the world of movies.

one of his most daring stunts 
involved jumping 120ft onto a 
moving car and he has worked on 
a total of ten Bond films including 
Golden eye, Quantum of Solace 
and Skyfall. 

In Goldeneye, he had to arrange 
for Bond to catch up with an air-
craft in free-fall, climb into the 
cockpit and fly away – a scene that 

many of us still remember.
‘There’s a bunch of ‘nuts’ sitting 

around a table coming up with one 
crazy idea after another and you’re 
the guy who’s got to make it all 
happen’ he says of those daring 
days.

over the years, Stefan has given 
up the daredevil stunts of his 20s 
to take on the roles of assistant 
director and production manager, 
scouting Alpine locations for Bond 
shoots through his own produc-
tion company.

For one production, he recalls a 
700-strong crew taking over a little 
Austrian village (population 400) 
and spending 15 months filming 

what ended up as a 15-minute 
sequence. The incredible infrastruc-
ture around that shoot involved 
building 15 houses to blow up in a 
single scene. Such is the power and 
wealth of the Bond family.

As we ski below the imposing 
eiger glacier, stopping for lunch at 
the Klein Scheidegg restaurant, 
Stefan tells me about the watch 
he’s wearing. It’s the exploding 
watch from Spectre, a gift from 
Bond bosses for his many years of 
service. Thankfully, it doesn’t 
explode during our ski session.

While he says he will never retire 
from movie-making, he also loves 
spending time in his beloved Wen-

gen and who could blame him? It’s 
a special mountain village with 
around 60km of pistes and railway 
access to more skiing at Grindel-
wald, Murren and the must-visit 
attraction at Jungfraujoch, the 
‘top of europe’ at 3,454 metres.

As we admire the stunning views 
of the Jungfrau region, Stefan 
whispers in my ear the eye-water-
ing amounts of money that Daniel 
Craig has been paid to play Bond. 
He also whispers that Pierce Bro-
snan is his favourite Bond actor. 
Well said Mr zurcher!

For more info on Wengen go to 
wengen.swiss and myswitzerland.
com.

Skifall: 
Stefan 

Zurcher 
is a vital 

part of 
the Bond 

movies 

ity each in rearing the 
chicks. 

not a bad deal, in my hum-
ble opinion.

Unfortunately I was told in 
no uncertain terms that I 
wasn’t allowed to take a 
penguin home with me. 
Spoilsports!

But I took a host of memo-
ries and photographs which 
I’m only too happy to share. 

T He ventus Austra-
l i s  e x p e d i t i o n 
cruise ship is small 
by cruise ship 

standards.  
Its capacity is just 200 pas-

sengers so it’s perfectly 
formed to navigate the canal, 
straight and sounds of 
Patagonia.

It needs to be agile in order 
to cruise and bend through 
the labyrinth that is the Bea-
gle canal so the ventus  
Australis brand new expedi-
tion ship is tailor-made for  
the job. 

The floor-to-ceiling window 
that was the width of my cabin 
means you don’t miss a thing! 

every day the passengers 
joined smaller groups and were 
allocated an expedition leader 
who spoke our language.  

We’d go for hikes up the 
mountains to find the best 
views across Tierra del Fuego 
archipelago or alongside ancient 
glaciers.  

And nobody loves the penguins 
and other inhabitants of this 
region more than the guides, apart 
from, of course the penguins.

Walk this way: 
The rugged 

landscape in 
Argentina

Sláinte: Geraldine aboard 
the Ventus with a Chocolate  

Magallanico... that’s hot 
chocolate with a swig  

of warming whiskey 


